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Race History

The Standard Chartered Champions & Chater Cup has a history that dates back to 1870. That original incarnation was titled the
Champion Stakes and preceded the inauguration of England’s Champion Stakes at Newmarket by seven years.

Sir Catchick Paul Chater, founding member and Club Chairman for 34 years from 1892, won the race five times. Upon his death in
1926 the Champion Stakes became the Chater Cup and was further retitled the Champions & Chater Cup in 1955.

The post-war years saw the contest staged over 2012m until the distance was lengthened to 2230m in 1973. In 1978 it became an
1800m event, retaining that distance when the race moved to Sha Tin the following year.

When the Hong Kong Triple Crown series was introduced in the 1991/92 season, the Champions & Chater Cup was installed as
the third and final leg. It was granted HKG1 status and upped to 2200m, the purse money being HK$2 million. The distance was
increased to its current 2400m in 1995, the year that the John Moore-trained pair Makarpura Star and Survey King dead-heated for
victory.

The Hong Kong Jockey Club entered into a strategic partnership with Standard Chartered (Hong Kong) Limited in the 2009/10
season and in 2015 the race attained international G1 status, with its prize money increased to HK$10 million.

Notable winners of the Champions & Chater Cup include four-time champion River Verdon (1991-1994) and three-time winners
Super Win (1975-1977), Silver Lining (1978, 1979, 1981) and Viva Pataca (2006, 2007, 2009), as well as Co-Tack, Indigenous,
Vengeance Of Rain, California Memory and Blazing Speed. Last year, Werther raced clear for an imperious victory.
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Pas’r winners
(Since 1985)

YEAR HORSE (COUNTRY BRED) A/W/S JOCKEY TRAINER MARGIN DRAW ODDS GOING =

2016 BLAZING SPEED (GB) 71126/g Neil Callan Tony Cruz Fentons Racing Syndicate SH 718 9.3 GF 2.26.18

2014 BLAZING SPEED (GB) 5/126/g Neil Callan Tony Cruz Fentons Racing Syndicate 21/2 5/8 25 GF 2.28.11

06/07 David Ferraris Trainer

2012 LIBERATOR (AUS) 4/126/g Weichong Marwing  David Ferraris Syndicate

11/2 1/6 12 GF 2.30.84

2010 MR MEDICI (IRE) 5/126/h Gerald Mosse Peter Ho Mr & Mrs Allen Shi 11/4 77 8.9 S 2.38.49

2008 PACKING WINNER (NZ) 5/126/g Douglas Whyte Peter Ho Lee Wan Keung 1/2 2/10 12 GF 2.27.30

2006  VIVA PATACA (GB) 4/126/g Mick Kinane John Moore Stanley Ho Hung Sun 3/4 6/9 3.4 YS 2.29.70

2004  SUPERKID (NZ) 4/126/c Shane Dye John Size Wong Yuk Kwan 12 1113 9 GF 2.28.10

2002  CHEERS HONG KONG (FR) 5/126/g David Whyte Ivan Allan Tuesday Club Syndicate 21/4 1M 41 S 2.35.00

2000 HOUSEMASTER (IRE) 4/126/g Robbie Fradd Ivan Allan Larry C K Yung 3/4 2/11 41 GF 2.27.40

1998 INDIGENOUS (IRE) 5/126/g Basil Marcus Ivan Allan Mr & Mrs Pang Yuen Hing 1/2 77 1.2F GF 2.31.40

1996 PRIVILEGE (IRE) 5/126/g Basil Marcus Ivan Allan Peggy Kwoh So Chi 1 17 1.7F F 2.26.10

Sir Oswald Cheung & Ronald

1994  RIVER VERDON (IRE) 7112619 John Marshall David Hill Arculli

41/4 1/8 1.0F G 2.16.00

Sir Oswald Cheung & Ronald

1992  RIVER VERDON (IRE) 5/126/g Basil Marcus David Hill Arculli

3 11/1 1.2F S 2.16.20

1990  QUICKEN AWAY (IRE) 4/126/g Nigel Tiley Peter Ho Lo Sing Pui 1 114 1.8F S 1.51.30

1988 TOP GRADE (N2) 6/126/h P H Chan Eddie Lo Cheng Yu Tung HD 8/13 8.1 GY 1.49.40

1986  GAY EIGHTIES (GB) 712619 Edward Hide Eddie Lo Dr Douglas Liang SH 5/13 24 Y 1.51.20

*Previously an Open race, it was promoted to HKG1 in 1992, and to G1 in 2015.
# Race distance was 1800m from 1985 until it was changed to about 1900m in 1989, 1800m in 1990 & 1991, 2200m in 1992, and 2400m in 1995.
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Purse: HK$10,000,000
Going: Good to Firm

RANK HORSE

1st WERTHER

2nd BLAZING SPEED

3rd EAGLE WAY
4th HELENE CHARISMA
5th GOLD MOUNT

6th DH DESIGNS ON ROME

6th DH BASIC TRILOGY

|.as’r Year’'s Race

Distance:
Winning Time: 2m 29.26s

AGE

WEIGHT

126
126
126
126
126
126

126

In what had been an injury-interrupted season for 2015/16 Horse of the Year
Werther, the five-year-old saved his best for last. Against a small but select
Champions & Chater Cup field that included two-time victor Blazing Speed and
G1 winners Eagle Way, Helene Charisma and Designs On Rome, the John
Moore-trained Werther demonstrated his class, sprinting clear for a three-length
success under Hugh Bowman. It was his second G1 success of the season,
having earlier won the Hong Kong Gold Cup over 2000m.

“He’s back to his best! That was a fair test and he’s put them away quite easily in
the end,” said Moore. “That was all class. The race was run to suit everybody and
Hugh was able to get the horse into a nice rhythm. The key factor, too, was taking
the blinkers off.”

The 2400m had been a query heading into the race, a fact that Bowman
acknowledged post-race: “Although my gut feeling was that 2400m was probably
beyond his premium distance, | think he proved today that he’s got no drama with
it, as long as he can relax within himself, and he was able to do it this afternoon
with the blinkers off. He was aided today by a horse that went a nice, even gallop
in front — something that he didn’t receive last start in the QEII, it was a very
slowly run race that day and he was inclined to over-race with me.”

This race would also prove to be the swansong for another Moore-trained
champion, with Designs On Rome retired after finishing at the tail. The 2013/14
Horse of the Year retired as the winner of 10 of his 32 career starts in Hong Kong,
including all of Sha Tin’s 2000m majors, having earned almost HK$63 million.

2400m Status: Group 1

MARGIN

TRAINER JOCKEY DRAW (LBW) ODDS
John Moore Hugh Bowman 1 - &
Tony Cruz Neil Callan 5 3 91
John Moore Joao Moreira 7 & 2.0F
John Moore Douglas Whyte 4 7 6.7
Tony Cruz Silvestre de Sousa 8 75 9.1
John Moore Sam Clipperton 6 11.5 74
John Moore Derek Leung 2 11.5 146
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First Four With Sire
(Since 2008)

2017

FINISH

2016

FINISH

HORSE (BRED)

HORSE (BRED)

1st WERTHER (NZ) TAVISTOCK (NZ) 1st BLAZING SPEED (GB) DYLAN THOMAS (IRE)

2nd BLAZING SPEED (GB) DYLAN THOMAS (IRE) 2nd VICTORY MAGIC (NZ) SAVABEEL (AUS)

3rd EAGLE WAY (AUS) MORE THAN READY (USA) 3rd WERTHER (NZ) TAVISTOCK (NZ)

4th HELENE CHARISMA (FR) AIR CHIEF MARSHAL (IRE) 4th DESIGNS ON ROME (IRE) HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR (IRE)
2015 2014

FINISH

FINISH

HORSE (BRED)

HORSE (BRED)

1st HELENE SUPER STAR (USA) WAR FRONT (USA) 1st BLAZING SPEED (GB) DYLAN THOMAS (IRE)

2nd DOMINANT (IRE) CACIQUE (IRE) 2nd DIBAYANI (IRE) SHAMARDAL (USA)

3rd HELENE HAPPY STAR (IRE)  ZAMINDAR (USA) 3rd CALIFORNIA MEMORY (USA)  HIGHEST HONOR (FR)

4th BLAZING SPEED (GB) DYLAN THOMAS (IRE) 4th BUBBLE CHIC (FR) CHICHICASTENANGO (FR)
2013 2012

FINISH

FINISH

HORSE (BRED)

HORSE (BRED)

1st CALIFORNIA MEMORY (USA) HIGHEST HONOR (FR) 1st LIBERATOR (AUS) ENCOSTA DE LAGO (AUS)

2nd WILLIE CAZALS (IRE) AUSSIE RULES (USA) 2nd AMBITIOUS DRAGON (NZ) PINS (AUS)

3rd DOMINANT (IRE) CACIQUE (IRE) 3rd DOMINANT (IRE) CACIQUE (IRE)

4th IRIAN (GER) TERTULLIAN (USA) 4th IRIAN (GER) TERTULLIAN (USA)
2011 2010

FINISH  HORSE (BRED) FINISH  HORSE (BRED)

1st MIGHTY HIGH (FR) PEINTRE CELEBRE (USA) 1st MR MEDICI (IRE) MEDICEAN (GB)

2nd MR MEDICI (IRE) MEDICEAN (GB) 2nd SUPER PISTACHIO (IRE) DANEHILL DANCER (IRE)

3rd VIVA PATACA (GB) MARJU (IRE) 3rd VIVA PATACA (GB) MARJU (IRE)

4th LET ME HANDLE IT (NZ) HIGH CHAPARRAL (IRE) 4th PACKING WINNER (NZ) ZABEEL (N2)
2009 2008

FINISH HORSE (BRED) FINISH HORSE (BRED)

1st VIVA PATACA (GB) MARJU (IRE) 1st PACKING WINNER (NZ) ZABEEL (N2)

2nd THUMBS UP (NZ) SHINKO KING (IRE) 2nd VIVA PATACA (GB) MARJU (IRE)

3rd COLLECTION (IRE) PEINTRE CELEBRE (USA) 3rd WIN PRACTITIONER (NZ) O'REILLY (NZ)

4th MR MEDICI (IRE) MEDICEAN (GB) 4th VIVA MACAU (FR) SENDAWAR (IRE)
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Media Contacts

Racing Public Affairs

Patrick Cummings

Executive Manager, Public Affairs (Racing)
patrick.cummings@hkjc.org.hk
T: +852 2966 8977

Larry Yeung

Public Affairs Manager (Racing Operations)
larry.mh.yeung@hkjc.org.hk

T: +852 2966 7696

Julia Tsang

Public Affairs Manager (Racing Marketing)
julia.yk.tsang@hkjc.org.hk

T: +852 2966 7254




